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Name

Phone Email

Contact Sabrina Elsen to report your youth’s absenc e and schedule a make-up

session at 868-3334 or sabrinae@centurytel.net.




Phone Tree: Call to remind group members of monthly gatherings. %@

Faith group host/hostess: Welcome your faith group as they arrive and take atten- Wiy
dance. 7

& @ 8,
Timekeeper: Keep track of the time of during the gathering helping @
the facilitators to share all of the content received at the in-service.

Opening prayer: A traditional or personal prayer you say to begin the gathering. gﬁ:ﬁ
Read Scripture Passage: Read the Gospel. \7,

b%gw |
s

Photographer: Take a group picture of your faith group and other activities throughout <«
. : t
the year. Email monthly photos to sabrinae@centurytel.net.

113

Action Reporter: Go around the group asking each about Actions. g

Closing Prayer/Intentions: A traditional or personal closing prayer with intentions from gr/\‘
group members. T‘\dﬁ

Creative Communication: Create a greeting for group members unable to attend or
those with special prayer needs.

. . . . . g
Message for the bulletin/website: Email to sabrinae@centurytel.net — something you or %‘
group has learned or done this month. &

Snack/drink: Saint Mary provides snacks for Middle School youth. High school faith
group members may choose to take turns providing a snack.




This is the general breakdown of each faith group gathering. Each month, the Youth Ministry
Leaders in-service provides leaders with the content for each area. The leaders present the
content and facilitate each of the sections.

Section 1

Section 4

ACTIONS Scripture:
Know the Story

Section 2

Section 3

Keywords:

Church Teachings: -
Capturing the Story

Rooted in the Gospel

Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?
What is Jesus’ impression of each of the characters?
What are the characters’ impressions of Jesus?
What message did the Gospel writers want you to get out of their story?
Personal Reflection
Relate this story to your life or someone you know.
Who are the characters in your life?

What did you learn about yourself from the experience?
How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?
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Changes to the Roman Missal

PART OF MASS

Greeting

Penitential Act (Form A)

Penitential Act (Form B)

Gloria

PRESENT TEXT FOR PEOPLE NEW TEXT FOR PEOPLE

Priest: The Lord be with you. Priest: The Lord be with you.
People:And also with you. People:And with your spirit.

| confess to almighty God, and to ydwonfess to almighty God

my brothers and sisters, and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | havesinned that | havegreatly sinned,

through my own fault, in my in my thoughts and in my words,
thoughts and in my words, in what | have done

in what | have done, and in what | and in what | have failed to do,
have failed to do; through my fault, through my fault,
and | ask blessed Mary, ever virgin, through my most grievous fault;

all the angels and saints, therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-

and you, my brothers and sisters,  Virgin,

to pray for me to the Lord, our God. all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: Lord, we have sinned against Priest: Have mercy on us, O Lord.

you: People:For we have sinned against
Lord, have mercy. you.

People:Lord, have mercy. Priest: Show us, O Lord, your
Priest: Lord, show us your mercy mercy.

and love. People:And grant us your salvation.

People:And grant us your salvation.

Glory to God in the highest, apgace Glory to God in the highest,

to his people on earth. andon earth peace to people of good
Lord God, heavenly King, will.

almighty God and Father, We praise you, we bless you,

we worship you, we give you thanks,we adore you, we glorify you,

we praise you for your glory. we give you thanks for your great
Lord Jesus Chrisgnly Son of the Fa- glory,

ther, Lord God, heavenly King,

Lord God, Lamb of God, O God, almighty Father.

you take away the sin of the world: Lord Jesus ChrisDnly Begotten
have mercy on us; Son,

you are seated at the right hand of thieord God, Lamb of God,
Fatherreceive our prayer. Son of the Father,

For you alone are the Holy One, you take away the sins of the world,
you alone are the Lord, have mercy on us;

you alone are the Most High, you take away the sins of the world,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  receive our prayer;
in the glory of God the Father. Amenyou are seated at the right hand of the
Father,have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.




PART OF
MASS

Dialogue at
the Gospel

PRESENT TEXT FOR PEOPLE

NEW TEXT FOR PEOPLE

Deacon (or Priest)A reading from the Holy Deacon (or Priest)A reading from the

Gospel according to N.
People:Glory to you, Lord.

Nicene Creed We believein one God,

the Fatherthe Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is seen and unseen.

We believein one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begottenof the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

one in Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power ofthe Holy Spirit

he was bornof the Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
hesuffered, died,and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in fulfilment of the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believein the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds

from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son

he is worshippedand glorified.He has spo-

ken through the Prophets.

We believein one holy catholic

and apostolic Church.

We acknowledgeone baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection

of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Holy Gospel according to N.
People:Glory to you,O Lord.

| believein one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believein one Lord Jesus Christ,

the OnlyBegottenSon of God,

born of the Fathebefore all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit

was incarnateof the Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
hesuffered deathand was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordancewith the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believein the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds

from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is adoredand glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
| believein one, holy, catholic

and apostolic Church.

| confessone Baptism

for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection
of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.




PART OF MASS

Apostles’ Creed

Invitation to Prayer

Preface Dialogue

Preface Acclamation

PRESENT TEXT FOR PEOPLE

NEW TEXT FOR PEOPLE

| believe in God, the Father almighty, crdabelieve in God, the Father al-

tor of heaven and earth.

| believein Jesus Christ, his only Son,

our Lord.

He was conceivetyy the power

of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descendetb the dead.

On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.

He will comeagainto judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
andthe life everlasting. Amen.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice
at your hands

for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good,
and the good of all his Church.

Priest: The Lord be with you.

People:And also with you. Priest: Lift up

your hearts.

People:We lift them up to the LordPriest:

Let us give thanks

to the Lord our God.
People:lt is right to give him
thanks and praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

mighty, Creator of heaven and
earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord,

who was conceived

by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descendeato hell;

on the third day he rose again
from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand
of God the Fathealmighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice
at your hands

for the praise and glory of his nan
for our good

and the good of all hisoly Church.

Priest: The Lord be with you.
People:And with your spirit.
Priest: Lift up your hearts.
People:We lift them up to the
Lord. Priest: Let us give thanks
to the Lord our God.

People:lt is right and just.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of

God of power and might.Heaven and eartimosts.
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the high-Heaven and earth are full of your

est.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.




PART OF MASS
Mystery of Faith

Sign of Peace

Invitation to Communion

Concluding Rites

PRESENT TEXT FOR PEOPLE NEW TEXT FOR PEOPLE

Priest: Let us proclaim
the mystery of faith: People:

Priest: The mystery of faith.
People:

A — Christ has died, Christ is riseri —We proclaim your Death, O

Christ will come again.

or B — Dying you destroyed our
death,

rising you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

or C — When we eat this bread
and drink this cup,

we proclaim your death,

Lord Jesus,

until you comen glory.

or D —Lord, by your cross

and resurrection,

you have set us free.

You are the Savior of the World.

Priest: The peace of the Lord
be with you alwaysPeople:And
also with you.

Priest: This is the Lamb of God
who takes away

the sins of the world.

Happy are thosevho are called
to his supper.

All: Lord, | am not worthy

to receive you,

but only say the word

andl shall be healed.

Priest: The Lord be with you.
People:And also with you.

Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

or B —When we eat this Bread
and drink this Cup,

we proclaim your Death,

O Lord,

until you comeagain.

or C —Save us, Savior of the
world,

for by your Cross

and Resurrection,

you have set us free.

Priest: The peace of the Lord
be with you alwaysPeople:And
with your spirit.

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God,
behold himwho takes away
the sins of the world.
Blessedare thosealled

to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, | am not worthy

that you should enter under my
roof,

but only say the word

andmy soulshall be healed.

Priest: The Lord be with you.
People:And with your spirit.




Freshman Actions -- Family

-- October — December --

Created for a Purpose

Pregnancy Helpline (Barb, Cheryl and Tina)

21 S. Jackson St. , Janesville

(608) 755-9739 www.pregnancy-helpline.net

October Visit Pregnancy Helpline
Assist with donations/Attend Class
November Pass out baby bottles to MS/HS
Assist with donations/Attend Class
December Collect baby bottles and deliver to Pregnancy Helpline
% &' " (' ) o+
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Triumphs and Challenges

Our Church Family Book

Have you ever looked around during Mass and wondered about the life stories of those sit-
ting around you? You may see one of your teachers... hear people who too sing loud...
shake the hand of someone who looks really old during the sign of peace...smell the strong
cologne of a guy two rows ahead of you...taste the Body and Blood of Christ truly feeling the
presence of Jesus Christ within your body and soul. Your faith group will be interviewing pa-
rishioners to create a book to be part of the parish archives or available for purchase.

October Contact those to interview, meet and take photo
November Collect stories and photos to compile— (ex. Shutterfly)
December Present book to parish

Let the Little Children Come to Me

Advent Adventure

Create a crazy fun morning for little kids teaching them about Advent and the Christmas
story. You come up with the theme and plan the morning. Adult volunteers will be available
to assist you in planning and during Advent Adventure.

October Plan, create invitation, prepare mailing. Order supplies.
November 19 The big day—be sure to take pictures and create video
December Video will be played during the FF1 classes for the kids to see

#$
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October: Birth and Boyhood of Jesus

Time Period:

Where we are on the journey:
Opening Question:

Matthew 1:1-17

Mark (no reference)

Luke 1:1-56 and 2:1-35

Gives the most information of the focus.
John 1:1-14

Matthew (History) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?

What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of his story?

Personal Reflection
How far back can you share the line of your family (grandparents, great-grandparents, great— great...)?
What geographical changes did they encounter in their homelands?

Mark (Mission) Scripture Analysis
Why didn’t Mark make reference to the birth of Jesus?

Personal Reflection
When you want to tell others about someone spectacular that you know, where do you begin to tell their
story...from birth...their origin...or from the present?

Think of someone who has made an impact on your life. Who is that person and what made him/her
someone to standout?

What did you learn about yourself from the experience?
How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?

Luke (Family) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?

What are the characters’ impressions of Jesus?

What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life.
Who are the characters in your life?
Looking back...how did your birth change the lives of those around you?
How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?




John (The Word - Reflection) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?
What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?
Share in one or sentences what John wrote in 14 lines?

Personal Reflection

If we can keep in mind that the Jews studied the Old Testament of our Bible...is it easier to understand
what John is trying to say?

How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?

Time Period Covered:
Where we are on the journey:
Opening Question:

Boyhood of Jesus
Luke 2:39-52

Luke (Family) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?

What is Jesus’ impression of the teachers?

What are the characters’ impressions of Jesus?

What is Jesus’ impression of his parents?
What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life.
Do you remember a time when you got caught up in your own life and left your parents worrying
about where you were...and you didn'’t really care?
What did you learn about yourself from the experience?
What did you learn about your parents from the experience?
How is God using you to share his Word with others?
How is God using your parents to help you?




Section 2 Zechariah Caesar Shepherds
\dentify th ds t Elizabeth Galilee Angels
enti e words to - .
capture the story and | 520"l Bethlehem Wisdom
its meaning: Nazareth David Joseph
Mary Manger Lost/Teachers

Favor with God Jesus

Birth and Boyhood
OF Jesus

#$ %

% &




Section 3

Rooteed In the Cospel

Abortion: The destruction of a human life while still in the wonihe church
considers abortion always morally wrong, and is so setimighose who se-
cure an abortion or cooperate in obtaining an abortion autatiaidace
themselves outside the Catholic Church. [CCC, &2270-2275]

Advent: The period of time (approximately four weeks in length) be@thast-
mas; a time of preparation during which we preparé¢h#®icoming of Christ
at Christmas.

Angels & Archangels: Spiritual beings (from the Greek word fmresseng@r
they carry out missions at God’s command, e.g. the anemed of Christ's
coming at the annunciation and his birth at Christma€J(&328-336]

Annunciation: The appearance of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary to announce
that she was to be the mother of G¢skee Luke 1:26-38]

Apostolic Activity: Any good work which helps to spread the gospel and build u
the kingdom of God here on earth.

Bethlehem: City in Israel where Jesus was born. [see Luke 2:1-7]

Christmas: The celebration of the birth of Christ as a human per#dso called
the Incarnation. [see Matthew 1:18-12; Luke 2:1-19]

Epiphany: A term that meanmsanifestation Usually refers to the manifestation
or revelation of Jesus to the magi or kings after htb.bifraditionally cele-
brated on January 6. Now celebrated on the first Sunddne ddew Year. [see
Mt. 2:1-12]

Good News:Another word forgospe] the gospel is considergdod newse-
cause it is the announcement of salvation for us.

Gospel:Refers to the good news announced by Christ making salvfedionsin
possible. Also refers to one of the four written accoohtShrist’s life and
message in the bible: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

[ =)




Gospel Writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Immaculate Conception:One of the many titles given to Mary. This title refers
to our belief that Mary was conceived in the womb of hethermAnne without

the stain of original sin. [CCC, &491-492Z)ur parish is dedicated to Saint Mary
of the Immaculate Conception.

Immanuel: One of the many titles given to Christ. It me&w is with us

Incarnation: Our belief that God became man in the person of Jesasyfahe
central beliefs of our faith. [CCC, &464-469]

Joseph:The foster father of Jesus; the husband of MEvit. 1:1-25; Luke 2:7]

Madonna: It's not who you think it islLiterally it meandvly Lady and refers
first and foremost to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Magi: The three kings (also called astrologers or wise men) &he do Bethle-
hem in search of the infant Jesus. The Feast of tiEh&my celebrates this
event. [see the story in Matthew 2:1-12]

Mary: The mother of Jesus, and mother of the Church. [s€e%iDject Index
for many references to this topic]

Messiah: A name attributed to Jesus because he came to save@é g CC,
&711-716]

Nazareth: A small village in Israel where Jesus grew up and liveti the begin-
ning of his public ministry.[Luke 2:51-52]

Queenship of Mary: The recognition given to Mary as Queen of Heaven and
Earth. Celebrated each year on August 22.

Savior: A name given to Jesus because he has saved us framdsieath.

Virgin Birth: Our belief that Mary conceived and gave birth to Jesis,ey
mained a virgin. [CCC, &496-507]

Visitation: The event of Mary visiting her cousin Elizabeth aftez §inds out
that Elizabeth is to have a child. [see Luke 2:39-56]

Wreath: A popular Advent symbol consisting of a circle of evergrbeughs
with 4 candles placed in the wreath. One candlg fisrleach of the 4 weeks
of Advent.




November: Jesus in the Desert

Time Period:
Where we are on the journey:
Opening Question:

Matthew 4:1-11 (history)

Mark 1:1 & 2 and Mark 1:1 & 4 (mission)

Luke 4:1-13 (family)

John 6:47-51 and John 11:54 (the Word—reflecting)

Matthew (History) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?

What is Jesus’ impression of each of the characters?

What are the characters’ impressions of Jesus?

What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know.
Share a story in which you were tempted to hurt yourself (drugs, alcohol, smoking,
cutting, cheating, stealing, disrespecting your body and/or soul).
What did you learn about yourself from the experience?
How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?

Mark (Mission) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of these readings?

Who are the characters?
What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know.
Share the story.
Who are the characters in your life?
What did you learn about yourself from the experience?
How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?




Luke (Family) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?

What is Jesus’ impression of each of the characters?

What are the characters’ impressions of Jesus?

What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

How is Luke’'s account similar/different from Matthew’s account?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know.
Share a story of how your disrespectful behavior to yourself affected your family and
friends.
What did you learn about yourself from the experience?
How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?

John (The Word - Reflecting) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of these passages?

Who are the characters?
What is Jesus’ impression of his audience?
What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know.
Share the story.
Who are the characters in your life?
What did you learn about yourself from the experience?
How is God using you to share the Good News and help others?

Putting the Pieces Together
What are the common themes in all of the passages?

How do they fit together to bring a clear message to the Christians of today?

#l
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Rootee [h the Gospel

Abraham: The “father of our faith.” God first revealed himstfAbraham. [for the stor
of Abraham, see Genesis 11:27 ) 25:11]

Bread of Life: Acommon term for the bread of the Eucharist. The Eugthleeds and
nourishes God’s life within us.

ConscienceA sense within each human person of what’s right and’svhabng. As a
Christian, our conscience needs to be formed in keepilg&atl’s law, with Christ's
commandment of love, and with our reason for being. [@QT78, see entire sectio
&1776-1802]

Demon: A spiritual being of an order lower than a god. Usuiltgfers to a being of an
evil nature. {CCC, &391-395]

Devil: The name given to the personification of eMisually identified as one of the fallg
angels who tries to lead others into evil. CCC, &391-395]

Ethics: A system of belief about the purpose of human existence amdl#tienship be-
tween what we do and how we fulfill that purpos&hristian theology calls thisioral-
ity. [CCC, p 1749-1761]

Exodus: The event in Old Testament times when the Israediten left the slavery of
Egypt and began their journey to the freedom of the Peahliand. [read the story i
Exodus 3-15]

Hell: A term we use to describe the place where Satan amsdlhjscts dwell; again, ofte
thought of in terms of a physical location, but is perhagiter understood as a state
condition. [CCC, &633]

Idol andldolatry: A false god; it could be anything that one puts above Go@CJ[C
&2112-2114]

opposed to the south which was called Judah; also a hametgiyacob, the son of
Isaac [Genesis 32:23-33]

Judgment: Usually refers to the judgment rendered by God at thettihe whereby al
good is rewarded and all evil is punished.

Life-Purpose: The special unique purpose for which God created us andhfohwe
were born into the world. [CCC, &27-30]

Mortal Sin: The deliberate, conscious and free transgression ofal taw, involving
very serious matter, resulting in the loss of grace apdragon from GodCCC &
1854-1864]

Israel: Generally refers to the Jewish people; also used totefee northern kingdom as

N

D
=)

—

—

or




ObsessionA psychological illness in which a person has an involyrdad irrational
preoccupation with some object or pers@ften lessons one’s moral culpability for
action.

Racism: Discrimination against other people because of their ribe Church teaches
to look upon people of all races as sisters and brothergydmead are children of the
same God.

Religion: From a Latin word meanin@ bingd it's the relationship we have with God by
which we are able to be saved from evil and enjoy etda@iness. [CCC, &2095-
2109]

Right to Life: The right of all human beings to live from the moment aofosption to
natural death. [CCC, &2270]

Satan: A term for the devil. [CCC, &391-395]

Service:Ministering to God or to other people in their need. Alli€ifans are called to
serve their neighbor after the model of Jesus as Serf@@C, &555, 580, 601, 608,
615]

Sin: A free, deliberate, knowing transgression of God’s [fsee CCCSubject Indexor
an extensive listing on this topic]

Soul: The spiritual principle in the human person. [CCC, &363]

Stealing: The taking of something that does not belong to us. Cortrdahe Seventh
Commandment. [CCC, &2401-2463]

Temptation: An urge to sin. {CCC, &1865]

N
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December: Baptism

Time Period:

Where we are on the journey:
Opening Question:

Matthew 21:23-27 (history)

Mark 1:4-11 (mission)

Luke 3:3-6 (family)

John 1:25-34 (the Word—reflecting)
Acts 1:1-5

Matthew (History) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?

What is Jesus’ impression of the characters?

What are the characters’ impressions of Jesus?

What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know.

Have you ever had the responsibility of doing something important and you were doing it with confi-
dence, but there were people who didn’t trust you could do the job and bugged you about it?

What did you learn about yourself from the experience?

What gifts has God given you to share the Good News and help others?

Mark (Mission) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?
What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know.

People thought John was strange because of the way he dressed and spoke...he wasn't one of the
good popular guys...but they respected him because they thought he was a prophet.

Who is “John” in your life?

What did you learn about yourself from knowing “John”?

How is God using you (and John) to share the Good News and help others?




Luke (Family) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who is the main character (you may need to go back a line)?
What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know

Share a time when you had to prepare others for a big upcoming event for your family or at school or
for yourself...but you couldn’t give away the surprise.

When have you used information about the past to make choices about the future?

What did you learn about yourself from the experience?

What gifts has God given you to share the Good News and help others?

John (the Word—Reflecting) Scripture Analysis
What is the focus of this reading?

Who are the characters?
What message did the Gospel writer want you to get out of this story?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know

Share a time when you had to prepare others for a big upcoming event for your family or at school or
for yourself...but it was a surprise...so you couldn't give out specifics.

What did you learn about others from this experience?

What did you learn about yourself from the experience?

What gifts has God given you to share the Good News and help others?

Acts —The Acts of the Apostles
What is the focus of this reading?

What message did the writer want you to get out of this passage?

Personal Reflection

Relate this story to your life or someone you know

Have you ever talked with a friend about the time after Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to
many people—including his friends?

Is that easy for you to believe or does it challenge your faith and belief?

What have you learned about yourself?

What gifts has God given you to share the Good News and help others?

Putting the Pieces Together
What are the common themes in all of the passages?

How do they fit together to bring a clear message to the Christians of today?




Hootee I e Cospel

After-life: The belief that life goes on after death. Also caltechortality.

Baptism: The first of the seven sacraments by which a persmataved into the commu-
nity of the Church and acquires a right to share in thexsaantal life of the Church.
Baptism is usually received in infancy, but may be ireszkat any time in a person’s
life. Baptism is conferred by the pouring of water oiiraynersion while the words of
baptism are said: “I baptize you in the name of thedfatind of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.” [CCC, &1213-1284; Canons 849-878]

Devotion: The attitude of honor, respect, aasmd love of God, and the openness to follow
God's plan for an individual. [CCC, &1647-1676]

Eternity: The concept of an infinite or unending time-span; Cathbkd®ve that a part of
the human person ) usually called soeil) will live on for all eternity. [CCC, &1020-
1060]

Evangelist: From the Greek word which meamse who announces the good negan
refer to anyone who preaches the gospel, but usualsrefehe four writers of the
gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. [See the firstdoaks of the N.T.]

Faith: Belief; taking something on the word of someone elseallysrefers to our belief

in God, and our belief in what the Catholic Church teacfsee CCGSubject Indexfor
many references to this topic]

Holy Cards: Small cards containing images of saints and/or prayers, @eisigrbe car-
ried in one’s pocket or purse, intended to serve as a rentmtiee the gospel.

Holy Water: Water that has been blessed for use at baptism or swseeminder of our bap-
tism. We bless ourselves when we enter Church as a remihdar baptism when we first
entered the church.

Hope: The positive expectation of God’s blessing. [CCC, &2090-2092]
Jews: The descendants of Abraham; Jesus was a Jew.

Life-Purpose: The special unique purpose for which God created us andhfohwe
were born into the world. [CCC, &27-30]



Mission: A term that refers primarily to the work Christ came adtle to accomplish, i.e.
that salvation of humankind, a work carried on by the Ghtoday. Italso refers in a
special way to the work of proclaiming the gospel done by elaegs in areas of the
world that have not heard about Christ. [CCC, &849-856]

Prophecy: Biblically, a prophecy is an interpretation of the sigiaifice of present events
for people; it usually has implications for the futuned @ often misunderstood as
meaning a prediction of the future.

Redemption: The act of being saved. We are redeemed by the sufemohgeath of
Christ on the Cross and his resurrection. [CCC, &571, 573,68%1,1069]

Sin: A free, deliberate, knowing transgression of God’s [fsee CCCSubject Indexor
an extensive listing on this topic]

Water: Primary matter for the Sacrament of Baptism. Weteised extensively through-
out Sacred Scripture for cleansing rituals and to shameiss and fertility. [CCC,
&694]

Zeal: A positive attitude toward the gospel; the energy to heegospel in all we do, and
promote it every time we have a chance.




