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Major points:  The Holy Spirit guides us in our daily living of our Catholic Christian Faith.  
The Spirit came to the Church in a special way on Pentecost Sunday- -which is often called 
the Birthday of the Church.  Jesus chose Peter to be the first leader of the Church.  Today 
the leader of the Catholic Church is call the Pope.  Our current Pope is Pope Benedict. 

Italian: Benedetto XVI; German: Benedikt XVI.; born 
Joseph Alois Ratzinger on 16 April 1927) is the 
265th and current Pope,[1] by virtue of his office of 
Bishop of Rome, the head of the Catholic Church 
and Sovereign of the Vatican City State. He was 
elected on 19 April 2005 in a papal conclave, 
celebrated his Papal Inauguration Mass on 24 April 
2005, and took possession of his cathedral, the 
Basilica of St. John Lateran, on 7 May 2005. A 
native of Bavaria, Pope Benedict XVI has both 
German and Vatican citizenship. He succeeded John 
Paul II.  ~http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Pope_Benedict_XVI 
 
Pope Benedict was elected Pope at the age of 78.  
His birthday fell on Holy Saturday.  He had an older 
brother, who also became a priest and a sister.  His 
father was a police officer. 
 
At 5 years old, he was with a group of children who 

welcomed the Cardinal Archbishop of Munich.  It was then that he knew he wanted to be a 
cardinal. 
 
At the age of 14, he was forced into membership of Hitler Youth.  It was required by law.  
He did not attend meetings or participate.  His father was an enemy of Nazism because it 
went against the Catholic faith. 
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