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Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception
837 Parkview Drive
Milton, WI 53563
Phone: (608) 868-3338 Parish Office * (608) 868-3334 Faith Formation Office
Fax: (608) 868-3345
E-mail: faithformation@centurytel.net
Website: www.saintmarymilton.org




Opening Letter from the pastor

Greetings as we near the beginning of a new program year. | hope the summer

has provided an opportunity for some added quality family time for all, and that
we approach this new year with great excitement and high expectations for the many
wonderful opportunities that lie before us.

It is my belief that there is nothing more challenging in the world today than faithfully fulfill-
ing the role of parent. In our complex and multi-faceted society, all of us are exposed to
many different values and beliefs, some of them very contrary to our own.

When it comes to our Catholic faith, the challenge is even greater. So many Christian de-
nominations seem to have the same or very similar beliefs and values, and it's true that
there are many points of agreement; but there are also significant differences — differ-
ences that make our Catholic faith truly unique. It's so important that children and youth
begin to learn these differences from early on.

We do everything we can, in the very limited time we have, to give our children and youth
a very positive experience of the rich teachings and traditions of our Catholic Church. But
we also realize that this is just a small part of the full experience of living the faith that they
need from their parents and families. We appreciate the support you provide our Faith
Formation program, as we support your efforts in sharing your Catholic faith with your chil-
dren and youth.

May the Spirit be with us throughout this year, and enable us to learn about our Catholic
faith, and faithfully live it each day.

Ways for your family to learn more about St. Mary Faith Formation

Schedule a visit. Contact the Faith Formation office at (608) 868-3334 or by email
at faithformation@centurytel.net.

Schedule a shadowing visit. This shadowing experience matches your child up
with a current student who shows them around St. Mary during the course of an af-
ternoon/evening.

Attend an Open House. Check our web page or the church bulletin to view a future
open house.

Check out our parish website www.saintmarymilton.org for programs, photos, com-
missions, retreat opportunities and more....




Registration

Families receive registration packets annually in the spring to update personal and
Sacramental records.

New families who wish to become members of Saint Mary are invited to contact Father
Jim Uppena and set up an appointment. Registration for Faith Formation classes will
follow.

Tuition

Program tuition payments may be paid in full or through partial payments using a par-
ish payment plan. Statements are sent out quarterly. No child will be refused Faith
Formation at Saint Mary Parish due to inability to pay tuition at any given time. All you
need to do is call Father Jim Uppena, our pastor, at 868-3338.

Family Registered at Saint Mary Family Not Registered at Saint Mary
$100 for one child $200 for one child
$125 for more than one child $250 for more than one child

Catechists/Youth Ministry Leaders/Office Aides/Security: $50 for the family

Note: Registered parishioners enrolling their children in the Sunday morning Pre-
school must be 4 years old by December 31. There is no tuition for the Preschool pro-
gram.

It's never too late to get started..




ISrenl Besnonsibililies:

You have the biggest and most challenging responsibility of being a
good Catholic Christian role model. All you need to do is think back to
the day of your child’s baptism. If they were tiny...you were probably
just praying they would not cry or fall into the Baptismal font. Your
intentions were pure...to raise your little one in the light of Christ.

Now they are bigger and life is busier...and the light of Christ could use a brighter bulb.
Sometimes your child asks questions about the Faith, but you feel like you don’t know
enough or the right answers. Bring your children to Mass and Faith Formation classes
and let the Holy Spirit guide you!

We ask you to take time weekly (PS-6th grade) or monthly (7-12th
grade) to talk with your child about their gathering. Each child/youth is
given something to bring home and share with their family.

If YOU believe the Faith is important...you will pass it on.

We are here to help YOU! St. Mary Catechists and Faith Group
Leaders come from various backgrounds—nurses, doctors, bank-
ers, construction workers, law enforcement officers, lawyers, office
workers, veterinarians, stay-at-home moms, college students, finan-
cial planners, sales people, realtors, municipal workers, business
owners, computer whizzes, counselors, hair stylists and yes, even a
few “real” teachers . Some are parents or grandparents, but the majority are parishion-
ers who love the Faith and understand their commitment as Catholic Christians to
share the Word of God with the future of the Church.

Catechists teach the children in grades Preschool thru 6 using Gospel Weeklies from
Pflaum publishing company. This is a lectionary based program in which each week
the children will study the upcoming weekend Gospel...helping them to better under-

stand the message. After you attend weekend Mass, you will be able to discuss the

message on the way home since you have all learned the same lesson. Children will
bring home a booklet each week.

Faith group leaders are facilitators for youth in grades 7-12. This
year, the middle school youth are beginning a new program called
T3: The Teen [Bible] Timeline by Mark Hart. This program is the
“Theology 101" class which will prepare them for the high school
Bible studies of the New Testament.

Safe Environment Training
Volunteers working with children/youth are required to attend a training session called
VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children. A bacfkground check is also completed.



The birth of a child is a joyous event in a family, when
a new life is welcomed into the family. In baptism, a
child is welcomed into God'’s family, the church, and
the particular parish where the child is baptized.

Preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism is required before the Sacrament is
celebrated. Preparation consists of a meeting with the Pastor during which the
meaning of the sacrament is discussed, the faith-sharing responsibilities of the
parents are highlighted, and the celebration of the sacrament is arranged.

Parents must be registered members of St. Mary Parish, or provide a letter of
permission from the pastor of their parish before the baptism can be celebrated
here.

For the convenience of the family, baptisms are celebrated at any time. Most
baptisms are celebrated on Sunday following the 10:30 a.m. mass. They can be
celebrated on Saturday or some other day of the week if it is better for the family.
They can also be celebrated during any of the masses.

The parish is in the process of developing a follow-up program which will provide
parents with ideas and suggestions on how they can share their faith with their
child even during those first few years of life.

Child Care is provided on alternating Sunday mornings during 10:30
a.m. Mass from October to April for infants, toddlers, preschool and kin-
dergarten age children. The room is located in the Church Hall on the
lower level.

We have a combination of adults and youth volunteering for this minis-
try...an adult is always present. The session includes age-appropriate

Bible stories and activities using the Gospel Weekly (Pflaum) lectionary series, music,
crafts, puppets, toys and plenty of room for infants and toddlers. There is no fee for
Child Care.
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1st & 3rd Sunday 10:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.

Children are greeted with smiles, as well as colorful artistic
and musical activities in Preschool! The Gospel Weekly
(Pflaum) series is a lectionary-based program which fo-
cuses on the weekend Gospel. Each lesson is broken into
three segments - Sharing Life Stories; Listening to the

Gospel; Building Christian Community. On occasion, the
catechist stops teaching so the children can listen to the sound of the kneelers and the
singing congregation above their classroom - Kelli usually hears her dad. The children
in turn, begin learning the parts of the Mass. There is no fee for preschool. Preschool
children must be 4 years by December 31st.

Attendance
Notify the Faith Formation office of your child’s absence at 868-3334 and we would be
happy to mail their lesson to your home.

Drop-Off

The Preschool class meets in the Church Hall on the lower level of the church. Just
drop off your child before 10:30 a.m. Mass and pick them up after Mass. They will be
listening for the sound of the kneelers and the closing song!

Cancellation of Classes
Families will be contacted by the Faith Formation Coordinator.

Safe Environment Training
Volunteers working with children are required to attend a training session called Virtus:
Protecting God’s Children for Adults. A background check is also completed.

Class Schedule for 2011-2012

October 2 & 16

November 6 & 20

December 4 & 18

(Christmas sing-a-long on the 18th after class)
January 8 & 22 (2nd and 4th Sunday due to holiday)
February 5& 19

March 4 & 18

April 15 & 29 (3rd and 5th Sunday due to holiday)




ELEMENTARY (K-6) Tuesday 4:00 p.m.-5:15p.m.
Wednesday 4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday 5:45 p.m. —7:00 p.m.

Children arrive after school hungry for nourishment
physically and spiritually! The lessons often begin be-
fore the children even arrive at St. Mary... on the bus
orin the car...
choose their milk, the lessons continue...gathering
around the prayer table...studying the Word of God
and the Traditions of our Faith...all classes coming to-
gether as a large group in song and prayer.

during outdoor free time. Once they

The Gospel Weekly series we are using this year is lectionary-
based. Children study the Gospel message of the upcoming
weekend Mass, share life stories and faith community building
activities.

A “Christmas Reflection” is performed by the children in Decem-
ber during class time. Our year-end session is celebrated with
the traditional May Crowning and Benediction for all Faith For-
mation elementary students, families and parishioners the first

Wednesday in May.

Elementary Class Schedule

September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

May 2 @ 6:

Special Meetings/Events

September
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4/5; 11/12; 18/19 (No classes on 25/26)
1/2; 8/9; 15/16; 29/30 (No classes Thanksgiving week 22/23)
6/7; 13/14; 20/21 (No classes 27/28 Christmas break)

3/4; 10/11; 17/18; 24/25; 31

1; 7/8; 14/15; 21/22; 28/29

6/7; 13/14; 20/21; 27/28

10/11; 17/18; 24/25 (No classes on 3/4)

00 p.m. May Crowning and ice cream social

24 @ 9:00 a.m. VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children

October 2 @ 9:30 a.m. First Communion Parent Meeting
November 19 @ 9:00 a.m. Advent Adventure
December 13/14 during class Christmas Reflection

March TBD

First Communion Reflection Morning

April 21/22 after Masses Faith Formation Open House
May 2 @ 6:00 p.m. May Crowning and ice cream social
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Drop-Off and Pick Up

Drop off for Kindergarten—6th Grade: Drivers use St. Mary Street entrance following
the orange cones to drop students off in front of the building.

Pick Up for Kindergarten and 1st Grade: Parents are asked to park their car across
the street or in the west or south parking lot and pick up their child from
his/her classroom. If the child has an older sibling (3rd grade or older),
he/she may accompany the kindergarten or 1st grade student to the main
parking lot for pick up. Call 868-3334 if you need assistance.

Pick Up for 2nd thru 6th Grade: Students wait in the main parking lot for pick-up.

Bus Transportation

Bus service is available to children attending Milton East,
Milton West, Harmony and Northside Intermediate schools
for the Tuesday 4:00 p.m. and Wednesday 4:00 p.m. ses-
sions.

Absence/Early Dismissal/Make-Up

Parents notify the Faith Formation office of child/youth absences at 868-3334 or
868-3336.

The coordinator must receive written notification of a child’s early release from class.
Written instruction with the day, time and reason for the release will allow staff to have
your child ready to go at the requested time. If someone other than the child’s parent
will be picking them up, also include that person’s name and phone number in case of
an emergency. Parents will be contacted regarding the whereabouts of missing
children. Make-up lessons will be available each week for children and can be found
on the parish website www.saintmarymilton.org under the Faith Formation link.

Sickness or Accident

Parents will be contacted upon illness or injury
of students during class. If a parent cannot be
reached, the emergency contact person will be
called. If neither parents nor emergency con-
tact persons are located, staff will use their best
judgment.




Refreshments
Children are provided with white or chocolate milk and a simple snack
at the beginning of class.

Cancellation of Classes
St. Mary follows the Milton School District calendar. The last minute cancellation of

classes will be posted on the homepage of the parish
website www.saintmarymilton.org . You will also
be notified in the following manner:

K-6: The Milton Schools will be notified so children
will go home in the usual manner. When Milton Pub-
lic Schools close due to weather, Faith Formation
classes will be cancelled. WCLO 1230 AM and
WJVL 99.9 FM radio will also announce closings.
Families of children from other school districts,

please be especially aware.

Christian Learning Environment

Maintaining order during sessions is very important for children and teens to grasp the
fullness of concepts and lessons taught in this short period of time. Therefore, respect-
ful Christian conduct is expected at all times toward everyone. Parents will be notified
of behavioral concerns. Please note that cell phones and electronics must be turned

off during class time.

Emergency Evacuation/Shelters

Fire/Evacuation

A plan of student evacuation in the event of an emergency is in place. Meet your chil-
dren at the designated area; they will wait for you there:

Church Hall (lower level) Classes: The south end of the south parking lot.

Center Classes: The storage shed at the northwest corner of the church property.

Tornado
All students will gather in the Church Hall (lower level) with their catechists/leaders.

Student Class Grade Placement

Students are placed in the classroom grades in which they attend in their formal edu-
cation. Students retained/advanced in public schools will be retained/advanced in
Faith Formation.




Fitst Reconciliation & First Communion Sactament Prep

Policy

Parents are required to follow the process to prepare their child for the reception of the Sacraments
of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist for the parish of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception. If
the candidate was baptized in a church other than Catholic, he/she will need to be formally received
into the Church by the pastor.

Process for the reception of the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.

Parents

The Parents bring their child to Baptism and commit themselves to the responsibility to
form their child in the practice of the Faith. The Family is the center of their child’s
Faith Life. The Family is where the love of God is lived, taught and celebrated. The
demonstration of sorrow and forgiveness should be experienced within the family.

The Parents are expected to bring their child to the weekend Liturgy, to worship God
and experience the community of believers.

Faith Formation

Parents are the primary educators of their child in the Faith. The parish Faith Forma-
tion Program is provided as a support to the parents in their child’s development as
Catholic Christians.

If their child is absent from any of the classes in Faith Formation, the parents have the
responsibility to contact the Coordinator of Faith Formation to report their absence, to
obtain the make-up material and to teach their child the missed lesson.

Preparation for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist has three components.

In the fall of the year there is a mandatory meeting for the parents of children preparing to
receive First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. The Pastor instructs the parents on the
essential theological concepts of the sacraments. The Pastor, Pastoral Associate or
Coordinator of Faith Formation gives the details of the process used in preparing their child
for the reception of these sacraments.

Faith Formation Classroom Preparation

Faith Formation, Grade 2, follows the broad curriculum of the Gospel Weekly
Series. This curriculum includes: Belief, Worship, Living, Praying and Celebrat-
ing the Faith.

Home Preparation

Home preparation begins with a meeting of the parents and their child with the Pas-
tor, Pastoral Associate or Coordinator of Faith Formation. Parents are given the
home study books for each sacrament. ghe parents are guided by the Pastor, Pas-
toral Associate or Coordinator of Faith I';Lormation on how they are to develop their
child’s understanding of these sacraments.



First Reconciliation & First Communion Sacrament Prep

Retreat Preparation
In the spring of the year, there will be a two-hour reflection time for the parents and
their child in church and the parish center for a more immediate preparation for the
sacraments.
All missed classes must be made up before this retreat.

Celebration

Any time after the retreat, parents make an appointment with the Pastor to ascertain
the readiness of the child to receive the sacraments.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated at this appointment. The parents
are also invited to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at this time.

The celebration of First Eucharist will be scheduled at a time convenient to the family.
The details of the celebrations will be discussed during this appointment.

*In order to meet the needs of all students in our Faith Formation program, individualized pro-
grams and/or instruction may be provided to students with exceptional needs.
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NOLITEE IVIINIS TRV

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL (7-11)

Middle School (7 — 8) One Sunday per month 5:30 — 8:00 p.m.
High School (9 — 11) Varies by group

Middle and high school youth gather with a group of their chosen peers and faith group
leaders once per month. Scripture, Prayer, Tradition, Liturgical Life, Morality and Ap-
ostolic Actions (service) are components of each gathering. Middle school youth will
be studying a new series called T:3 The Teen Timeline which will prepare youth for in-
depth Bible studies in high school.

Freshman: Personal Jesus Sophomore: Sacrificial Jesus Junior: Resurrected Jesus

A youth Mass, Reconciliation or special service is celebrated for all youth each month
prior to the middle school youth gathering at 5:30 p.m.

A variety of new group Apostolic ACTIONS are scheduled for youth fulfill to their re-
guirement of service hours toward Confirmation. Living the Faith is a crucial compo-
nent of Youth Ministry...the Word of God cannot be fulfilled without taking action!

On the first Sunday in May, the final gathering of the year concludes with both middle
and high school youth coming together for Mass, a meal, Scripture, reflection on the
year, and the “Rooted in the Gospel/Scripture Challenge.” The Challenge includes
contests amongst faith groups which include questions about the lessons covered
throughout the year. Last year, we used “Minute to Win It” challenges!!

Absence/Make up

Parents notify the Faith Formation office of youth absences at 868-3334. Parents will
be contacted regarding the whereabouts of missing youth. Make-up lessons are
posted on the parish website www.saintmarymilton.org under the Faith Formation link.

Sickness or Accident

Parents will be contacted upon illness or injury of students during class. If a parent
cannot be reached, the emergency contact person will be called. If neither parents
nor emergency contact persons are located, staff will use their best judgment.

Cancellation of Classes
The cancellation of classes will be posted on the homepage of the parish website
www.saintmarymilton.org . You will also be notified by your child’s faith group leader.

Safe Environment Training

Volunteers working with children are required to attend a training session called
VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children for Adults. A background check is also com-
pleted.

Christian Learning Environment
Maintaining order during sessions is very important for teens to grasp the fullness of
concepts and lessons taught in this short period of time. Therefore,
respectful Christian conduct is expected at all times toward everyone.
Parents will be notified of behavioral concerns. Please note that cell
phones and electronics must be turned off Hﬁring class time.




Emergency Evacuation/Shelters

Fire/Evacuation

A plan of student evacuation in the event of an emergency is in place. Meet your youth at
the designated area; they will wait for you there:

Church Hall (lower level) Classes: The south end of the south parking lot.

Center Classes: The storage shed at the northwest corner of the church property.

Tornado
All students will gather in the Church Hall (lower level) with their leaders.

Student Class Grade Placement

Students are placed in the classroom grades in which they attend in their formal education.
Students retained/advanced in public schools will be retained/advanced in Faith Formation.

Middle School Gatherings/ High School Gatherings
Youth Mass At Saint Mary at St. Mary

September 18 @ 5:30 p.m. September 18 @ 5:30 p.m.

October 9 @ 5:30 p.m.
November 13 @ 5:30 p.m.
December 11 @ 5:30 p.m.
January 8 @ 5:30 p.m.
February 12 @ 5:30 p.m.
March 11 @ 5:30 p.m.
April 15 @ 5:30 p.m.

May 6 @ 5:30 p.m.

Meetings and Confirmation Dates

Confirmation (2012) Parent & Candidate (Junior) Me eting
September 18 @ 9:30 a.m. Parish Center

Confirmation (2011) Practice for Seniors

September 18 @ 12:30 p.m. @ St. William Church, Janesville
Middle/High School Parent Meeting

September 18 after 5:30 p.m. Youth Mass in Church
Confirmation (2011) for Seniors

September 21 at 7:00 p.m. @ St. William Church, Janesville
Confirmation (2012) Retreat for Juniors—TBD

Youth Ministry Leader In-Services

September 8 @ 7:00 p.m. or September 11 @ 9:30 a.m.
September 24 @ 9:00 a.m. VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children (newbies)
October 6 @ 7:00 p.m. or October 9 @ 9:30 a.m.
November 3 @ 7:00 p.m. or November 6 @ 9:30 a.m.
December 1 @ 7:00 p.m. or December 4 @ 9:30 a.m.
January 5 @ 7:00 p.m. or January 8 @ 9:30 a.m.
February 2 @ 7:00 p.m. or February 5 @ 9:30 a.m.
March 1 @ 7:00 p.m. or March 4 @ 9:30 a.m.

April 12 @ 7:00 p.m. or April 15 @ 9:30 a.m. 13

May 3 @ 7:00 p.m. or May 6 @ 9:30 a.m.




Confirmation Sacrament Prep

Policy

Parents and candidates are required to follow the process of Saint Mary of the Immaculate Con-
ception parish to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Process for the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation.

The Sacrament of Baptism, Reconciliation and First Eucharist are required before a
candidate may receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. If the candidate was bap-
tized in a church other than Catholic, he/she will need to be formally received into
the Church by the pastor.

The Family is the ongoing center for their son/daughter to learn to live the Faith. Itis
the ongoing responsibility of the parent to see that their son/daughter participate in
the weekend Eucharistic Liturgy.

It is the parent’s responsibility to have their son/daughter actively participate in the
Kindergarten — 12" Grade Faith Formation program. Through the Faith Formation
program, the candidates participate in the study of Scripture, Liturgical Life, Morality,
Church History and also the Church teachings in which the youth refer to their
Rooted in the Gospel booklet. The candidates participate in doing monthly Actions
to serve the church and people in need.

The candidates also study the lives of the saints and choose a Confirmation name.
This name can be their Baptismal name, or the name of a saint that they would like
to follow.

Confirmation candidates are required to choose a person other than their parent to
be their Confirmation sponsor. The sponsor must be a confirmed, practicing Catho-
lic. The sponsor will be given direction on guiding their candidate throughout their
junior year of high school in discussing Living the Faith and during the Confirmation
Retreat.

The candidate must participate in a Confirmation Retreat sponsored by or approved
by the parish. The Retreat is a more intense experience in prayer, reflection on the
Sacrament of Confirmation, the Liturgy, what it means to be an adult Catholic Chris-
tian and a faith exchange with their sponsor.

Following the retreat, each candidate will meet individually with the pastor to deter-
mine their readiness for receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation and also to cele-
brate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Immediately prior to the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation, there is a
practice for the Confirmation ceremony. The candidate and sponsor are required to
attend.

*In order to meet the needs of all students in our Faith Formation program, individualized
programs and/or instruction may be provided to students with exceptional needs.
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After Confirmation...

After youth receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, they continue to live and practice
the Faith by replacing their “gatherings” with volunteer opportunities in the church. Af-
ter being Confirmed, they can become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion;
“adult” readers, commentators for weekend Masses; Catechists; Faith Group Leaders;
Lourdes Ministers (hospital visits); become involved in the Parish Commissions, com-
mittees and ministries — Education, Justice and Peace, Finance, Buildings and
Grounds, Liturgy, Pastoral Care...(booklets are in the Gathering Space).

Youth needing letters of recommendation or references for college or employment
may contact Sabrina at 868-3334 or sabrinae@centurytel.net.
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The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process by which an unbaptized adult
prepares for baptism in the Catholic Church. It is also the process by which a person
baptized in another Christian tradition prepares to be received into full communion
with the Catholic Church. In our parish, it is also sometimes used as an opportunity
for baptized Catholics to renew their faith by learning more about it and reflecting
upon its importance in their lives.

Participants in this process meet on the first and third Sundays of each month from
September until Easter. Meetings begin immediately after the 8:30 a.m. mass and
extend until approximately 11:00 a.m. During Lent, meetings are held every Sunday.
All participants are invited to attend the diocesan Rite of Election which is held on the
First Sunday of Lent, usually at Saint John Baptist Church in Waunakee.

Adults are baptized during the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, and those preparing for
full communion are received into the Church at the same service.

Fr. Jim Uppena
juppena@centurytel.net

Sr. Carol Hanus
srcarol@centurytel.net

Sabrina Elsen
sabrinae@centurytel.net

Angie McNally
amcnally@centurytel.net

Vicki Kersten
vikersten@centurytel.net

Maggie Kennedy

m_kennedy@-centurytel.net

Pastor

Pastoral Associate

Coordinator of Faith Formation

Coordinator of Liturgy & Music

Parish Business Administrator

Faith Formation Administrative Assistant

868-3338

868-3339

868-3334

868-3335

868-3337

868-3336

For updates, events and other information on the Faith Formation programs
throughout the year, visit the parish website at www.saintmarymilton.org.




